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tail; and the Dii-Patceci, held in the arms of their priests, their heels dragging on the ground, resembled large babies in swaddling clothes.
Following came all the inferior forms of divinity: Baal-Sarnin, God of celestial spaces ; Baal-Peor, God of sacred mounts ; Baal-Zeboub, God of corruption ; and those of the neighbouring countries and of cognate races : the larbal of Libya ; the Adrammelech of Chaldea ; the Kijun of the Syrians ; Derceto, with the maiden's face, ramping upon her fins ; and the body of Tammouz was transported on a catafalque between torches and heads of hair. To subject the kings of the firmament to the sun, and prevent their individual influence from impeding his, metal stars of divers colours were brandished on the ends of long staves. In this collection all varieties were found, from the black Nebo, which was the genius of Mercury, to the hideous Rahab, which was the constellation of the Crocodile.
The Abaddirs, stones fallen from the moon, turned in silver filigree slings ; small loaves reproducing the female sex were carried in baskets by the priests of Ceres; others brought their fetiches, their amulets ; forgotten idols reappeared ; and they had even taken from the vessels their mystic symbols, as though Carthage was desirous to collect herself completely in one thought of death and desolation.
Before each of the tabernacles a man balanced on his head a vase, in which fumed incense ; cloudlets hovered here and there, and through the dense vapours could be discerned the hangings, the pendants, and the embroideries of the sacred pavilions.
In consequence of their enormous weight, they